
IM Residency
Non-U.S./Canada

IM Residency
ACGME-I

Medical School

Pre-Med

Intealth

DS-2019

ECFMG
U.S. Department of State

J-1 Visa

U.S. IM Residency

ABIM IM 
Board Eligible

Nephrology Fellowship

ABIM Nephrology
Board Eligible

Intealth
ECFMG
U.S. Department of State

DS-2019
J-1 Visa

H-1B Visa

Nephrology FellowshipNephrology Fellowship

Nephrology Subspecialty Training

U.S. IM ResidencyU.S. IM Residency Faculty Position: 3 Yrs

Faculty Position: 3 Yrs

ABIM IM 
Board Eligible

J-1 Visa Waiver

H-1B Visa 

Board Eligible
ABIM Nephrology

ABIM IM 

ABIM Nephrology

J-1 Visa Waiver

H-1B Visa 

EB-1A, EB-1B
EB-2 NIW, EB-2/EB-3

I-485 to I-155

Naturalized U.S. Citizenship

Sources: U.S. CIS: https://www.uscis.gov. Neyra JA, et al. ACKD DOI: https://doi.org/10.1053/j.ackd.2020.05.003.

Passport Icon: Those Icons - Flaticon. Available at: https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/passport.

J-1 Visa: U.S.   
Residency

Detail 1: J-1 Visa

E.O. 14161 Enhanced Vetting and Screening Procedures

Detail 2: H-1B Visa
Detail 3: ABIM Pathway A
Detail 4: J-1 Visa Waiver ▶ H-1B Visa
Detail 5: Diversity Visa, Family Reunification,
and Refugee Pathways

Nephrology Subspecialty Training e.g., CCM, Transplant, Interventional, GN

Nephrology Subspecialty Training Nephrology Subspecialty Training

Detail 6: ABIM Pilot Pathway E

H-1B J-1J-1
J-1

J-1

H-1B

H-1B

J-1

J-1

H-1B J-1

Legend

J-1 Visa: Non-U.S./ 
Canada Residency

H-1B Visa: Non-U.S./ 

Training

Visa/Immigration

J-1 Visa Waiver

See Detail 6

See Detail 1

See Detail 1 See Detail 2

See Detail 3

See Detail 3

See Detail 4 See Detail 4

Canada Residency

ASN

2-Year Home Country
Residency Requirement

2-Year Home Country
Residency Requirement

Inspiration: NYC Subway Map, originally designed by Massimo Vignelli (1972) © MTA.
Design: Kurtis A. Pivert, MS, CAP. ASN Director of Data Science.

Cap-Exempt

H-1B Visa 
Cap-Subject

H-1B Visa Lottery 

Cap-Subject

H-1B Visa 
Cap-Exempt H-1B Visa Lottery 

H-1B Visa 

O-1

O-1
O-1 Visa:   

Extraordinary Ability

Pathway to ABIM Board Certification Eligibility
2-Year Home Country Residency Requirement
H-1B Cap-Subject Visa Lottery

Intealth Requirements for 2026 Pathways for ECFMG Certification: https://myintealth.ecfmg.org/certification-pathways.

Host Institution Sponsor
U.S. Department of Homeland Security

American Board of Internal Medicine: https://www.abim.org/certification/policies/candidates-for-special-consideration.

Board Eligible

Board Eligible

See Detail 6
ABIM Pilot Pathway E

O-1 Visa



& Step 2 CK

Detail 1: J-1 Visa

USMLE Step 1 

GME Contract 
Home Country 

Statement of Need 

ECFMG 

Certific
ation 

DS-2019
J-1 Visa

Step 2, & Step 3

Detail 2: H-1B Visa

USMLE Step 1, 

U.S. State 

Medical License 

LCA 

Certific
ation 

H-1B VisaECFMG 

Certific
ation 

Home Country 

Medical License

IM Residency

Detail 3: ABIM Pathway A

Verifie
d Non-U.S./Canada

Minimum 3-Year  

Full-Time Faculty Appointment 

Valid, Unrestricted, Unchallenged 

U.S. Medical License 

Assistant Professor 

Academic Rank

U.S. HHS 

Detail 4: J-1 Visa Waiver ▶ H-1B

Delta   

Authority Regional   

Veterans  

Conrad 30

Appalachian 

Regional  
J-1 Visa Waiver

H-1B Visa

ASN
Sources: U.S. CIS: https://www.uscis.gov. Neyra JA, et al. ACKD DOI: https://doi.org/10.1053/j.ackd.2020.05.003.

Passport Icon: Those Icons - Flaticon. Available at: https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/passport.
Inspiration: NYC Subway Map, originally designed by Massimo Vignelli (1972) © MTA.
Design: Kurtis A. Pivert, MS, CAP. ASN Director of Data Science.

Intealth Requirements for 2026 Pathways for ECFMG Certification: https://myintealth.ecfmg.org/certification-pathways.
American Board of Internal Medicine: https://www.abim.org/certification/policies/candidates-for-special-consideration.

Commission  

Administration 

English Proficiency 



IM Residency

Detail 6: ABIM Pilot Pathway E

Verifie
d Non-U.S./Canada

U.S. Medical License 

Meet Exceptionally 

Qualifie
d Criteria

and Refugee Pathways
Detail 5: Diversity Visa, Family Reunification,

Diversity Visa Family Reunification Refugee (TPS)

USMLE Step 1 & 
Step 2 CK

ECFMG English
Proficiency

Unrestricted Medical License
In Home Country

Medical License
In State of Employment

USMLE Step 1 & 
Step 2 CK

ECFMG English
Proficiency

In Home Country

Medical License
In State of Employment

USMLE Step 1 & 
Step 2 CK

ECFMG English
Proficiency

In Home Country

Medical License
In State of Employment

Nephrology Fellowship Nephrology Fellowship Nephrology Fellowship

Home Country Home Country Home Country

Valid, Unrestricted, & Unchallenged  

ABIM IM 
Board Eligible

ABIM Nephrology

ASN
Sources: U.S. CIS: https://www.uscis.gov. Neyra JA, et al. ACKD DOI: https://doi.org/10.1053/j.ackd.2020.05.003.

Passport Icon: Those Icons - Flaticon. Available at: https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/passport.
Inspiration: NYC Subway Map, originally designed by Massimo Vignelli (1972) © MTA.
Design: Kurtis A. Pivert, MS, CAP. ASN Director of Data Science.

Intealth Requirements for 2026 Pathways for ECFMG Certification: https://myintealth.ecfmg.org/certification-pathways.
American Board of Internal Medicine: https://www.abim.org/certification/policies/candidates-for-special-consideration.

Unrestricted Medical License Unrestricted Medical License

Board Eligible

Graduated 

ACGME-I IM
 Residency


	Pivert_IMG_Pathways_Page-1_R2
	Pivert_IMG_Pathways_Page-2_R1
	Pivert_IMG_Pathways_Page-3_R2

